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Governing Council 
  

Richard Woodward  -  Chairman 

Tel 01384 825680 

e-mail richard.woodward@hometyre.co.uk 

  

Gill Reynolds  -  Secretary 

  

Caroline Whorton - Treasurer 

  

Jon Jones - Vice-Chair/Outside Events/AWCC  

  

Ivor Chambers  -  Work Parties 

  

Jeffrey Carter  -  Health and Safety 

  

Jeni Hatton -  Trading Company/Interchange 

e-mail: fair.rosamund43@gmail.com 

  Tel: 07974 302979 

  

Tony Friar  -  Moorings & Site Manager 

  

Situation Vacant -  Site Co-ordinator & Projects 

  

Office   

Tel 0121 550 1355 or 07761 555 353 

e-mail coombeswood@btconnect.com 

 

www.hawnebasin.org.uk 
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Caption Competition 
 

 
A bottle of wine for the winner 

 
Last issue’s Competition Winner 

 

 

 
 
‘A bird in the cage is worth two on the cut……’ 
    Sheila Campbell   n.b. Fair fa’ 
       



Editor’s Wotsits 
 

Well, it’s time for a natter again. Issue date seems to come round far 
quicker than it used to – it’s an age thing! I have to say a big ‘Thank You’ 
to all our contributors this time. There have been loads!  
 
This issue is a mix of fun, information, business and sadness, just like 
life, and it seems to me that it reflects life at the Basin and in the Trust 
quite accurately. We are coming to the end of a period which has been 
quite stressful for some, very busy for many and successful for most. The 
Trust is going from strength to strength, and the Governing Council is 
working hard to ensure everything that is done makes us proof against 
too many future changes. Particularly where infrastructure is concerned, 
the Rules and Regs we now have to follow are very different, and more 
expensive, than they were when the Trust was first building. 
Nevertheless, with the help of our members we’ll ensure that we survive 
to meet our aims. 
 
We have some amazing recipes and news of events as well as the AGM 
Minutes for those who couldn’t make it. If you want to comment on 
anything in the magazine, please drop me a line, either to the Basin or by 
e-mail, as I’m always pleased to know how the magazine is received. If 
you have any suggestions for change I’d be interested in those, too. I run 
out of ideas! 
 
Looking forward to a happy and healthy 2016 and wishing you all the 
best. 
 
Jeni Hatton               n.b. Fair Rosamund 

 
Editorial Policy 

Articles will only be edited for grammar and spelling. 
All articles submitted with a name will be published unless they are of tone or content which might be 

offensive or contentious. Any content published cannot be taken to be the view of the Governing 
Council or the Editor 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Front cover photo:  Christmas Lights - Basin 2015       G Hatton 
 

RECYCLING BINS 
PLEASE NOTE: we have a bin for paper and cardboard, one for 
mixed glass and one for metal and aluminium cans and plastic 
bottles. We can’t take other plastic containers or sheet plastic - 

SORRY 



                                      Yo’ Gorra Wotch Aert 
 
Theere we wus, arf tew in the mornin’ in the middul o’ Brummagem,  sleepin’ like babbies 
when we’m woke up by a lompin’ on the rewf of the boat. 
 
“Ger off, yer daft barmpot,” I yells, jumpin’ up and pullin’ on me kecks. ”Whot am yo a dewin’?” 
 
“Yo’m adrift,” shouts this ummon!  “Yo’ve cum across the cut an’ yo’m up aginst  our gunnel!” 
 
So Oi sticks me yed out the ‘atch, on’y tew foind she aye kiddin’. 
“Yo’ve  ad yer ropes cut!”, er says. ”An’ so’ve all them uther boats.” 
 
Sure enuff, er was roight, theere we wuz, fower or foive on us, all on the wrung side o’ the cut, 
all on us wi’ danglin’ moorin’ ropes. 
 
“Sum wassuck’s cum along and dun fower the lot on yer,” er says. “Sorry to waerk yo’ so 
sudden,” 
 
“S’alroight, yo’ dun the crect thing. Oil put me coot on an’ get the boat back ter aeur soide o’ 
the cut.” 
 
“Ar,” ‘er says, “Yo’d betta dew it afoure it starts ter raern.” 
 
Er was roight o’course, cos with that the ‘eavens open hup an’ awl on us wuz soaked ter we 
skins. Oi wuz lucky cos the ingin foired fust time, so we wus soon back on the moorin’.  
 
“Ave yo’ got enuf rope to toi us back up?” asks the missus. “Ar,” I says. “ I think we’m alroight, 
but they’ve med a mess of them gud ropes we just bin an gone an’  buyed. Con yo’ toi em 
t’gether if Oi ‘old t’boat?” 
 
Well we werked tergether an’ got everythin’ all toid back up agin. As it terned aert, It wore 
raernin tew bad, and we day get tew soaked. 
 
It wore awl bad, cos we was spakin’ ter the folk off the jacent boat, and them wus Antipodes-
from Osstralia or summat. 
 
“Yo’ve cum a long way then,” I to’d em, but it terned aert they’d on’y cum frum Manchester so 
that wore tew bad neether. 
As fer the twerp what cut we ropes, if Oid a got ‘old on  im, I’d  a tipped  ‘im in the cut with a 
concrete necklace roun’ ‘is yed. But that ud of bin a bad thing, ouldnt it-cos sum boats moight 
of got stuck on it. 
Any rode up, if yo’m a moorin’ in Brum,  yo’ wotch it don’t ‘appen ter yo. 
 
Phil and Oz Mansell      n.b. Katie 
 



Chairman’s Ramblings 
 

On a sad note, we have to report the passing of Geoff Setchfield early in 
November, more details later in this issue, but we as a Trust owe much to his 
dedication and tenacity in our formative years. 
 

I am sure the publication of Interchange is occurring ever more frequently, I'm 
sure I've only just pressed ‘send’ on the last ramblings and I'm being badgered 
for the next one. We have, however, definitely held two AGMs this year as we 
have now, we hope, reverted to holding the AGM in the same calendar year as 
year-end. Thanks to the work in the office and our “new” accountancy firm. 
 

Hopefully we will shortly sign our new lease with CRT and we will be able to get 
started on the restoration project. This brings me on to a request for you to 
become involved. We need to form a restoration sub-committee, to form work 
plans, liaise with local authorities, make grant applications and control work 
parties. 
 

The youth project is going from strength to strength with even more Duke of 
Edinburgh residentials planned for next year. Mick’s presentation at the AGM 
certainly showed the potential of this project to introduce new generations to 
canals. 
 

The volunteer project has also got off to a good start with nearly half of the 
boats moored in the Basin contributing so far, and some having already 
completed their hours for the year. 
  
It looks very like 2016 is going to be a year of opportunity, so all that is left is to 
wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
Richard 

 * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Trust website - www.hawnebasin.org.uk 
 

I am Peter Wilcox, the webmaster of the above. 
 
I created the site in 2002 but gave it up in 2003 when we started boating 
on the continent. Since then it has been through several evolutions - the 

original was sabotaged, and two more sites were started, each of which 
became un-editable. The original was rescued by a local computer 
company and I took it over again a year ago. I have built on what was 
available and turned it into what I hope is a better experience for all 
visitors to the site. 
 
My aims have been to provide: 

 Current information about the Trust for moorers, non moorers 
and the general public, e.g. dates of work parties, dates of help 
required re: Atlas and Malus, events in the Cabin and various 
leaflets about the canal and nearby environment. 

 A point of reference for moorers, having various documents 
available for online and offline use. 

 Historical information about Hawne Basin and the Dudley Number 
2 canal. 

 
The site is still a work in progress, with plans to add much more 
information, but I earnestly request help from you all. If you haven't done 
so already, please visit www.hawnebasin.org.uk and see what we have 
already, then let me know if:- 

 you have anything which you think might be of interest to 

visitors to the web site - photos, articles, newspaper clippings 
etc. 

 there is something you think is missing from the site 
 you think it could be improved in some way 

 
There is no need to be concerned about what form your contribution is in 
at the moment. I will put into the correct format for the website. 
 
My email address is pwilcox@blueyonder.co.uk and I am looking forward 
to hearing from you. 
 

Cont’d 
 



By the way, I have been asked why the name is not CCT or 
Coombeswood. The answer is simple; we couldn't obtain CCT because it 
was already allocated to another organisation, the Council thought 
Coombeswood was capable of being misspelt and anyway everyone 
knew us historically as Hawne Basin.  
 
Peter Wilcox                             Trust Webmaster 

 
 

Recipes 
Pan Haggerty 
Serves 2-3    Easy to make and delicious!  
 
2tbsp olive oil, 2 tbsp butter, (most of the fats will settle to the bottom of the pan 
after cooking) 
1lb potatoes-thinly sliced, 1 large onion-halved and thinly sliced, 2 cloves garlic-
finely chopped, 4oz grated cheddar, salt and pepper  
(Optional additions-green or red pepper-diced, or thinly sliced/ cooked bacon or 
veggie bacon, cut into bite sized pieces) 
Heat oil and butter in large frying pan. 
Remove from heat and layer potatoes/onions/garlic/cheese/optional ingredients.  
Repeat layering, ending with cheese. Season lightly between layers. 
Cover with foil and cook over gentle heat for about 30 minutes or until potatoes 
and onions are tender (test with a knife). 
Remove foil and place under hot grill until topping is browned. (cover pan 
handle in foil if not heat proof) 
Enjoy!  
  
Quick Bread Rolls  makes 6 

2 ½ cups flour (approx. 12 ounces -I use bread flour)  
1 sachet of easy blend dried yeast,  
1 cup (approx. 8fl ounces) warm water, ¾ tsp salt, ¾ tsp sugar,2 tblsp veg. oil 
Mix oil, water, yeast, sugar. Leave in warm place for 15 mins. 
Mix salt with flour. 
Add wet ingredients to dry, Knead on floured surface for 5-6 mins.  
Rest 10 mins (you and the dough!) 
Shape into 6 balls. Bake at 200 C /gas mark 6 for approx.15 mins.  
 
Easy Tomato Soup Serves 2-3   
4 large tomatoes- washed and halved crossways (no need to skin them)  
1 onion-finely chopped, 2 cloves garlic-finely chopped, 1 tsp dried basil, 2 tbsp 
olive oil, 1 pint of stock, milk, salt & pepper 



Heat 1/3 of oil in frying pan. Fry onion until soft, about 10 mins.  
Add garlic and basil, fry 5 mins more. Remove from pan. 
Put rest of oil in pan. Put tomatoes in, cut side up. Sprinkle with salt and pepper. 
Fry until bottoms start to brown.  
Turn tomatoes over, cut side down. Cover and cook over low to medium heat 
until soft (but not collapsed) and juices are bubbling. Shake gently now and 
then. If they stick, add a dash of water and turn the heat down. 
Add onions/garlic and most of stock and cook 10-15 mins more until tomatoes 
collapse when prodded with a spoon.  
Transfer to small saucepan and whizz with a hand held blender. Add rest of 
stock if very thick. Add seasoning to taste. Add glug of milk. Reheat and serve.  
(If preferred, the whole process can be done in a large saucepan, but the 
tomatoes need to be in a single layer) 
 
 
Ruth Jaume                  n.b. The Answer 

 
                      * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * 

In Memoriam 
Geoffrey William Setchfield 

 (December 1933 - 3rd November 2015) 
 

It is with great sadness that we have to report the death of Geoff 
Setchfield. He will be greatly missed. There follows a tribute from Dave 
Necklen. 
 

With the death of our founder and former Chairman Geoff Setchfield, at 
the age of 81, we have lost a champion of the waterways. Geoff was 
there in the early days of waterways restoration at a time when their very 
existence was under threat. Working alongside his older sister Olive 
Andrews, and his brother-in-law George Andrews, themselves prominent 
waterways campaigners, he was involved with the River Avon 
restorations, the southern Stratford canal restoration and the Stourbridge 
canal restoration. We owe a great debt of gratitude to Geoff and his 
family and the other campaigners of the time that we still have the 
waterways network we enjoy today. 
 

Geoff was a founder member of the Staffs & Worcs Canal Society 
(1959), the Wolverhampton Boat Club (1961), and of course 
Coombeswood Canal Trust (1977). He served on the committee of the 
Birmingham Branch of the IWA and was Chairman for a while in the 
1970s. He was Commodore of Wolverhampton Boat Club 1971-72 and a 
former Chairman of the club.  



 

Despite the well-publicised restoration successes, we should remember 
that in the 1960s much of the BCN was under very real risk of 
abandonment. The most significant losses include the Ogley-Huddlesford 
section of the W&E (1954), the Tipton Green &Toll End Communication 
canal (1960&67), Bradley locks branch (1961) and, despite IWA 
campaigning, the Bentley Canal in 1960. Geoff, George and Olive were 
on the last cruise in 1963 of the Cannock Extension canal north of the 
A5. With all these losses, Geoff had a fierce determination to preserve all 
that remained. 
 

I first met Geoff at Wolverhampton Boat Club in 1974 and it was not long 
before he persuaded me to join the IWA Birmingham Branch Waterways 
Sub-committee which was charged with compiling a list of historic BCN 
architecture to be conserved wherever possible. And you may guess that 
Hawne Basin was top of that list! The continuation of narrowboat 
carrying, from Coombeswood Tube Works to Hawne Basin was a 
remarkable survival. But even this had come to an end in 1967. Living 
nearby at Blackheath Geoff was dismayed but immediately began to try 
to preserve the basin. The IWA and, by 1975, specifically the Sub-
committee, discussed the situation with local and regional councils. 
Fortunately, at the time the West Midlands County Council in particular 
was supportive of positive developments of the BCN. A steering 
committee was formed from 6 Sub-committee members (all from 
Wolverhampton Boat Club). Geoff was the Chairman. Thus the CCT 
came into being and held its first meeting of members in 1977. Geoff 
worked tirelessly, with the support of others, to bring about the 
transformation into the wonderful facility we have today. He remained 
Chairman until 1998. We owe him a great deal; without him it is likely that 
the basin would have been lost, together with the Dudley No. 2 from 
Windmill End.  
 

We will remember Geoff for his knowledge, commitment, and dedication. 
He was a kindly man, friendly, and always very supportive of others. He 
was a bachelor and lived with Olive and George for many years. After 
Olive’s death he was a companion for George and, as George’s health 
deteriorated, he became his carer. When George died he lived alone at 
the bungalow. He suffered a stroke last year and never fully recovered 
though his determined character still shone through. As John Rudge told 
me, he was still wagging his finger! 
 
Dave Necklen 



Coombeswood Canal Company Shop 

If you’re planning a big job on your boat, winterising or repairing, or going 
up the slipway, think ahead and let us know what you will need. We’ll 

make sure it’s in stock for when you need it, and it will probably be cheap 
as chips, too! Have a browse next time you’re at the Basin – you’ll be 

amazed at what we’ve got and what we can get! Batteries, leisure and 
starter, now available at discount for multiple orders 

Your shop will always do the best for YOU. 

A Word from our Volunteer Scheme  
Co-ordinator 

Hi Folks 
With regard to the Volunteer Hours scheme, I have had a couple of people say things 
like "I don't know what to do" and "I have no idea what's going on" so I will recap.  
Each boat moored at Hawne Basin is required, this mooring year, to complete 15 hours 
voluntary work around the Basin, or pay £150 at the end of the mooring year. Should 
some but not all hours be worked, the sum payable would be pro rata, with one hour's 
work equating to £10. Tasks are advertised on the board in the veranda of the 
Clubhouse and by email, i.e. if we have your email address. You can "reserve" a task by 
putting your name against it and dating it when completed. On completion you enter 
the number of hours worked in the folder in the Clubhouse on the sheet with your 
boat name. Up to 15 hours should be entered on this sheet with any additional 
volunteer hours entered in the volunteers’ book, as before.  
In addition to those tasks advertised, there is gardening, kitchen duties, bar work and 
work parties. All tasks undertaken should first be approved by a Section Coordinator or 
myself. If you spot a job you feel needs doing that has not been advertised, you should 
first gain agreement from a Section Coordinator or myself to qualify the hours for the 
scheme. You will find contact details in the guidance notes issued with your last 
mooring invoice.  
We are now a third of the way through the year and some of you have already 
completed your 15 hours. Keep up the good work.  
Halesowen in Bloom 
A local councillor recently had occasion to visit Hawne Basin to attend a meeting. She 
was so impressed with our little haven in the middle of an industrial area that we have 
been invited to participate in "Halesowen in Bloom". How exciting is that? Entry would, 
however, call for some hard work and dedication. Governing Council have agreed a 
budget in principle, but the main requirement is interested people. Could this be you? 



Gardening would of course be to the fore, but there would be many other 
requirements.  Photographs before and after - any good with a camera? We would be 
required to produce a profile detailing our project - any good with words, producing 
documents etc.?  Sweeper -uppers and tea makers essential! Something for everyone. 
Let us know if you are interested.  
Maintenance weekend 
It is planned to hold a maintenance weekend over 12th/ 13th March. We hope to be 
attacking gardening and painting etc. etc. mob-handed. Why not come along and join 
in the fun and camaraderie, working alongside your fellow moorers. We have already 
had an offer of donated bacon butties and we’ll be having an order sent out for fish 
and chips or Chinese as required, for the Saturday evening. Take the opportunity to 
wake your boat from hibernation. Excellent opportunity for those of you still requiring 
volunteer hours! Put the date in your diary NOW!! 
 
All the best for Christmas and the coming year.  
 
Sheila Campbell  Volunteer Coordinator   N.b. Fair fa'  

 

                  * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Work Party Rumblings 
 

The first work party after the volunteer hours scheme started, on 25 October, 
saw 11 people attending, which was a lot more than normally come out. 
I organised some into a litter-picking party along the tow path between Tunnel 
End and Garratt's Bridge, others went off using grappling hooks under the 
bridges and the rest started work on rubbing down and painting Wright’s 
Bridge. We completed one outside surface, both insides and the black on the 
other side surface, leaving only the white to finish at a later date. 
 

On 15 November, 5 members turned out. As it was raining no painting was 
done, instead we went litter picking and collecting floating rubbish, and we also 
blitzed the fly tipping rubbish either side of Hollis Bridge, collecting two-thirds 
of a boat-load from there alone. Two more members turned up after we had 
left and they both went litter picking from the start of our mooring to the 
tunnel mouth. 
 

The 29th November work party concentrated on clearing trees back from the 
tunnel mouth to the moorings. 
 
 
Ivor Chambers                                                                Work Party Organiser 



Never Too Young 
  
Our son Max and daughter-in-law Rhian (Golden Jubilee) went through 
the process of adoption for our 3 year old grandson.  They had many, 
many selections and interviews and, at one of these sessions with Social 
Workers, it inevitably cropped up about boats and canals. 
  
At one interview the Social Worker said “I don’t know about a young child 
near water”. Then to Max “How old were you when you started?” Max 
replied “Well, I came out of the Queen Elizabeth at 12 noon and I was 
boating at 2 o’clock. I was 10 days old” Reply  “ Oh “. 
  
They had their little 2 year old, who is now 3, and he enjoys the canal 
and boats. 
  
The other the day Rhian went into his room to get him up and he was 
lying flat on his bed, hanging on with his feet, leaning over the end of the 
bed scrabbling on the floor. 
  
Rhian asks “What are you doing” 
  
Answer “I’m cleaning the prop of course” 
  
There you are; it says it all 
 
Jean Dobbs 

  
                   * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Man of the House 
The husband had just finished reading a new book entitled "YOU CAN BE THE 
MAN OF YOUR HOUSE" He stormed into the kitchen to his wife and 
announced, "From now on, you need to know that I am the man of this house 
and my word is Law. You will prepare me a gourmet meal tonight and when I'm 
finished eating my meal, you will serve me a sumptuous dessert.  After dinner, 
you are going to go upstairs with me and we will have the kind of sex that I 
want. Afterwards, you are going to draw me a bath so I can relax. You will wash 
my back and towel me dry and bring me my robe. Then, you will massage my 
feet and hands. Then tomorrow, guess who's going to dress me and comb my 
hair?"  
The wife replied, "The funeral director would be my first guess." 

 
 



The DODGEY Cruise 2015 (final part) 
 

Having left Skipton and most of the swing bridges behind, the voyage back over 
the Pennines was taken at a very steady pace, stopping here and there as I 
enjoyed the countryside and scenery and meeting up with some real characters 
whilst downing the odd libation at canal side watering holes. 
 

It was a late afternoon as I approached the top of the Wigan 21 so I decided to 
moor up for the rest of the day and tackle the flight first thing next morning. 
Whilst disposing of my rubbish. I came across a very helpful CRT employee sat 
in his car drinking tea who informed me that water levels in the flight were low, a 
wide beam was aground so best not to go down today.  Apparently his job was 
to monitor water levels on the flight?  Later that evening another boat turned up 
and moored behind me. A young chap came and asked if we could travel down 
as a pair in the morning. As he said there was another person with him I said 
“fine how about a 7am start” to which he replied “ok”.   
 

Next morning, having prepared the first couple of locks I knocked on the other 
boat dead on 7am. To my surprise I was greeted by a young chap holding a can 
of lager. After offering him advice about drinking and transiting 21 locks. he duly 
left the can on the boat. Once in the lock he complained that he could not open 
the paddle. To cut a long story short, they only had one windlass and did not 
know what a security key was. It turned out that they had had their boat lifted off 
the Lancaster Canal and put in just above the Wigan Flight, therefore they had 
never worked a lock in their life. Some seven and a half hours later, and after 
upsetting and delaying a number of other boaters, we finally emerged from the 
bottom lock. All I would say is that after that escapade it was I who needed a 
drink. 
  
The cruise along the Bridgewater was rather a damp one, to say the least, and 
a day in Manchester via their fantastic tram system was typical – it literally 
poured all day but as I left the Bridgewater the sun began to shine. The leg from 
Middlewich to Hall Green junction was one I had not done before and just 
seemed, again, to be lock after lock. Once that was completed it was on 
through Harecastle and Stoke to Fradley junction. At this junction I have always 
previously headed south but this time I remained on the T & M and headed 
toward Nottingham. It was August Bank Holiday Monday when I decided to visit 
the National Arboretum at Alrewas. I caught the only bus of the day from the 
village for the three or four mile journey. Once there I was as far away as I 
possibly could be from shelter when the heavens opened. I finally got back to 
the entrance, only to see the back of the last bus disappearing down the road. 
Wet, bedraggled and thoroughly p***** off, an elderly couple came to my rescue 
and offered to give me a lift back to my boat which, needless to say, was 
accepted and gratefully appreciated.  



Passing through Burton inhaling the fumes of brewing beer was a pleasant 
experience. Once on the River Trent I turned onto the river Soar, here I 
experienced the first early morning mists. It was ok travelling the canal but at 
one point I came to a flood lock prior to a river section and had to sit in the lock 
for an hour until it cleared as I could not see the river banks ahead of me. 
 

On I went through Leicester and some very weedy sections towards Market 
Harborough. From there it was an early start back to the junction and the 
Foxton Locks. I was lucky here and never had to get off the boat thanks to a 
volunteer. Next was a trip up the Welford Arm. Well worth a night in this 
pleasant village.  Crick, although nice, is a pain if you require the internet or 
mobile phone as signals do not seem to exist in that area. Braunston was the 
inevitable chaos of boats both moored and on the move. From there it was on to 
Napton and the home leg.  
 

My plan was to meet other boats from Thrupp at the Banbury Canal Day a week 
later. This would give me a few days to transit the summit level and stop for a 
bit of fishing etc. Because they were going to drain one of the Napton locks for a 
few hours, I thought I would get through beforehand. It was then I discovered 
that I had somehow lost a week and that the Canal Day was in fact that day. Ah 
well some you win, some you lose so I decided to push on and perhaps I may 
catch a few boating friends on their way back to Thrupp.  
 

As I crossed the summit level that lovely sunny Sunday afternoon I was 
honoured by a low level flypast of the Vulcan on one of its last flights. A 
wonderful sight, which brought back childhood memories of the V-Force aircraft 
departing from a nearby airbase on a regular basis. Eventually I arrived in a 
now-empty Banbury, where there was plenty of vacant mooring.  Banbury to 
Thrupp is at best almost a twelve hour day but I pressed on through torrential 
rain and when I arrived at Shipton Weir Lock, the final lock of this cruise, who 
was there to greet me. Yes, it was Keith, aka “Bones” who then joined me for 
the final mile before tying up as darkness fell. All in all a voyage of 604 miles 
and 574 locks. 
 

Now I am already planning next year and as the boat needs some work on it I 
intend to just do a BCN Explorer Cruise next June, provided a place is 
available. Currently I am awaiting confirmation and if all goes well I hope to be 
spending a few weeks in Hawne during May/June provided, of course, that 
Tony can find room for me. 
 

Presuming this will be read in time, may I wish all at Hawne a Good Christmas 
and New Year and to many of you thanks for all you have done to make ‘Bones’ 
and myself welcome in the past year. See you in the New Year. 
 
Alan ‘1066’ Ross          n.b. DODGEY 

 



“THEY GIVE YOU LESS FOR MURDER”!! 
 

September 18th 2015 was a very important date in Michael Turner’s calendar – 
the man had been married to Chris for 50 years!!! 
 

Yes, it was our GOLDEN WEDDING – what a lucky chap!!! 
 

As it was such an important event, our long-suffering family decided that they 
would hold a celebration “up North” featuring an extremely cosy pub and 
various buffet bits and pieces. 
 

So – up we went and all went well as can be seen from the accompanying 
photo – Yes, folks, Michael really IS smiling – AND without being threatened!! 
 

 
 

The best part was yet to come – the family had all clubbed together and bought 
us a trip on the Mayflower.  This is a steam train of the ancient variety and the 
trip was from Guildford to Worcester and return to Guildford.  This was quite 
unexpected and very welcome and we duly took ourselves down to Claire’s flat 
in Guildford ready for the treat. 
 

So, on THE DAY there we were on the appropriate platform on Guildford 
Station along with many, many other aficionados awaiting the approach of the 
Mayflower.  I had my mobile phone camera ready and was teetering on the 
edge of the platform in order to get a good shot.  Unfortunately many, many 
other photographers were also teetering – it is amazing we all didn’t fall on to 
the line in one long sinuous formation!!  Then, THREE MINUTES TO ARRIVAL, an 
announcement – “The Mayflower is now arriving on Platform 3 instead of 5” ….. 
one heaving exodus down the steps and up the other steps…..so, of course, no 



photos at all were taken by either professional or amateur photographers – we 
were just happy to get on board and into our seats. 
 
However, GREAT JOURNEY, chuffing; rattling; steaming; whistling; smuts on 
pristine white tablecloths and not so pristine skin – LOVELY!!  Endless free cups 
of tea served by immaculately dressed waiters and the knowledge that Claire 
had packed us a special lunch picnic basket to have when we got to Worcester. 
 
Arrival at Worcester where we had two hours to ourselves before the return so 
we just got ourselves to the river and had our picnic accompanied by five 
thousand and fifteen pigeons ( who were very appreciative of our generosity) 
and then back to the station where, after teetering once more (being moved 
back by a baby policeman!!) I finally got my video. 
On the way back we had to stop to take on water and that in itself was an eye-
opener as it was supplied by a fire brigade water tanker with connecting hose – 
quite a sight. 
 
What with waving at all the photographers we passed on the journeys – even in 
fields – we felt quite special.  We had a great day and can’t recommend it highly 
enough. 
 
Chris Turner         n.b. Enfor 

                       * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Trouble at Sea 
This is the transcript of an actual conversation of a U.S. naval ship with Canadian 
authorities off the coast of Newfoundland in October 1995. Radio conversation released 
by the Chief of Naval Operations on 10th November 1995. 
 
Americans: Please divert your course 15 degrees to the North to avoid a collision. 

Canadians: Recommend you divert YOUR course 15 degrees to the South to avoid a 
collision. 
Americans: This is the Captain of a U.S. Navy ship. I say again, divert YOUR 
course. 

Canadians: No, I say again, you divert YOUR course 
Americans: THIS IS THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER USS LINCOLN, THE SECOND 
LARGEST SHIP IN THE UNITED STATES' ATLANTIC FLEET. WE ARE 
ACCOMPANIED BY THREE DESTROYERS, THREE CRUISERS AND NUMEROUS 
SUPPORT VESSELS. I DEMAND THAT YOU CHANGE YOUR COURSE 15 
DEGREES NORTH, THAT'S ONE FIVE DEGREES NORTH, OR COUNTER-

MEASURES WILL BE UNDERTAKEN TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF THIS SHIP. 

Canadians: This is a lighthouse. Your call. 

                            * * * * * * * * * * *  * 



Social Club Events for your Diary 
 

18.01.16 IWA: Slides of the BCN – Martin O’Keefe 

23.01.16 FRIGHT NIGHT! Come as your favourite nightmare! Prizes! 

13.02.16 Love Pancakes Night – dress like one, eat some, play with 
some! 

15.02.16 IWA: Inclined Planes and Lifts – Peter Brown 

20.02.16 Juliet Clarke brings her amazing experiences in Ethiopia for 
us to marvel at. A must-see! 

05.03.16 Ivor Chambers’ skills and thrills have moved to the Adult 
Skills Day on April 16th. 

12.03.15 Maintenance and Gardening Weekend – bacon sarnies in 
the morning and BBQ in the evening 

19.03.16 St Patrick’s Race Night – the return of an old favourite with 
free champers and a chance to wear your posh frock. Ascot  
Hat competition. 

21.03.16 IWA: AGM 

09.04.15 Grand Challenge Quiz with teams from BCNS, DCT and 
other societies. Trophy up for grabs. 

16.04.16 From 2.00 to 5.00 we will be offering scumbling, ropework, 
painting, rag-rugging and other canal skills for adults. This 
will be followed by the End of Season BBQ – cook your 
own and we’ll provide buns, sauces and salads before we 
all go off cruising again 

18.04.16 IWA: Conserving Waterways Heritage – Nigel Crowe 

16.05.16 IWA: Speaker to be confirmed 

29.05.16 BCNS Challenge ending here. Real Ale, buffet and new 
people to meet and greet. Let’s ensure a real Hawne Basin 
welcome! 

  

  
 

 
…..and watch the Cabin window 

for notices of other events we slip in from time to 
time…….. and check out the website 

www.hawnebasin.org.uk for events updates and 
news in general. 

 
 

http://www.hawnebasin.org.uk/


Coombeswood Canal Trust    
Hawne Basin, Hereward Rise, Halesowen, 

                 West Midlands.   B62 8AW 

                                     Telephone 0121 550 1355 
 

Registered Charity No. 1088978                                                            Company Registered No. 04181961 

 

Annual General Meeting of Coombeswood Canal Trust held in the Cabin, 

Hawne Basin, Hereward Rise, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 8AW 

 on Sunday 6
th

 December 2015 at 2:30pm. 
 

Present:  62 members in good standing, as listed on the sign-in sheet held by 
the Membership Secretary 

 

Apologies:  Maureen and Michael Morley ; Ivor and Marion Chambers; Jeni and 
Graham Hatton; Carol and Trevor Roden; Alan Pashley; Pat Walker; 
Lisa and Carl Bate; Chris and Ruth Morgan; Pat and Roy Cleaver-
Jones; Paul Roe; Martin and Kath O’Keefe; Judy and Steve Hanchet; 
Pat and Dave Hill; Roy Burgess,; Marjory Marchant; Cath and 
Malcolm Doggett; Phil and Oz Mansell; John Pettitt; Ken Daniels; 
Mick and Sandy Clarke; Dave and Sue Necklen; Margaret Jones; 
Joan Kenn; BelleWoodward; Parry Ireland; Terry and Irene 
Blakesley; Jodie Garrett 

Notes   
 

1. Approval of the Minutes of the 2014 AGM (held on 31st January 2015) 
and published in the Spring 2015 edition of Interchange. It was 
proposed by Dave Pearson and seconded by Roy Kenn that the Minutes 
of the 2014 AGM, held on 31.1.15, be accepted. Approved unanimously 

2. Matters arising from the Minutes:  None had been notified to the 
Meeting. 

3. Governing Council Report 
 

 RW began by welcoming everyone to the AGM, and also expressed 
the Trust’s sadness at the death of Geoff Setchfield, who was a 
founder member of the Trust. 

 Review of Activities 
o Open Weekend gave a profit despite the weather. 
o Negotiations ongoing with CRT over lease renewal 
o Volunteers and Partnerships 



o Volunteer Hours Scheme has taken off 
o 2782  hours recorded for work around Hawne Basin and 

the Cabin 
o 384 hours recorded for Work Parties on the Dudley No2. 
o Grant Applications going forward 
o Youth Engagement is moving on well 
o Atlas, Malus, Hawne and Joey are earning their keep. 
o Local groups are using our facilities increasingly. 
o Trading Company continues to make an increasing 

contribution 
 

 RW presented a slide which showed the Trust’s finances: 
o Mooring Fees had increased by a minimal amount to 

keep pace with inflation. (About 50% of Trust Income) 
o About £11k spent directly on charitable aims and 

objectives 
o Youth Project Expenditure  £6,718 (net cost £395) 
o Nearly £20k added to pot for “big” projects 
o Yet another successful open weekend - £2,861 profit 
o CRT have proposed significant increases in rent for the 

arm (Lease renewal in progress) 10% in 2014, further 12% 
from Oct 15 and 50% in 2018! 

o DMBC yearly review on business rate rebate for charities 
is ongoing 

o  Aging infrastructure around the basin will necessitate 
future spending. 

 

 Forward Plans 
o Opportunities: Short Term: 

 Work parties to keep the Dudley No2 free from Rubbish. 
Monthly work parties with Hawne and Ringo along the 
arm, with ad hoc trips to remove any reported 
obstructions to navigation. 

 Promote the Dudley No2 as an asset to the community:  

 Walking Guide Windmill End to Hawne Basin – 
Issue 2. 

 Visitor moorings and facilities at Hawne Basin to 
encourage boat traffic along the canal.  

 Open Weekend 



 Grant funding applications for youth project and 
Restoration will assist in the Trust’s work. 

 Duke of Edinburgh residential course using Heritage 
Boats is proving positive. 

o Opportunities: Medium Term: 
 Promote Project for Towpath improvements along Dudley 

No2 from Gosty Tunnel to Hawne Basin - The next stage is 
to pull funding together 

 Partnerships for Further Improvement Works along the 
Dudley No 2 - Discussions are under way with groups such 
as Community Pay Back for help with Towpath 
improvements and the Trust is exploring Lottery Funding 
opportunities, especially regarding the restoration 
beyond the stank. 

o Opportunities: Long Term: 

 Promote the Extension of the Dudley No2 Canal towards 
Leasowes Park: This will obviously require considerable 
funds, but the benefit of connecting the canal network to 
the park will boost both canal and park as visitor 
attractions. 

 Canal and River Trust are supportive of the project. 
 Factory owners have agreed to give up part of their lease. 
 CRT plan to incorporate surrendered section into our 

lease. 
 Our lease is in renewal process and we have initially been 

offered a 25 year lease. 
o Opportunities for You to join in: 

 Sub-Committee for restoration of Dudley No. 2. 
 Site Management Sub-Committee  
 Volunteers for Work Parties – Basin & Canal.  
 Volunteers for Social Group Catering, Ideas & Talks etc.  
 Volunteers for project liaison (Towpath Improvement). 
 Volunteers are needed to work on the Heritage Boats, 

maintenance and crewing. 
4. That the Profit and Loss Accounts for the year ended 31st July 2015 be 

approved. 

 Graeme Underhill from Groundbreakers Ltd presented the Profit 
and Loss Accounts for the Company and the Trust. Copies of the 



Accounts were available for perusal. Graeme Underhill 
commented that the accounts had been prepared to a very high 
standard. They showed that the Company is doing very well, 
with a covenant of £24,999 being given to the Trust. The 
Treasurer had negotiated a very good deal with our electricity 
and gas provider, reducing the cost to the Trust. Pam Kallender 
asked if Gift Aid had been reclaimed. Due to problems with 
passwords this had not yet been claimed but the Trust would be 
in a position to do that in the New Year. 

 It was proposed by Jenny Maxwell and seconded by Tiggy Ireland 
that the accounts be accepted. Approved unanimously. 

 

5. Appointment of Auditor – Governing Council had considered the 
appointment of an Auditor, and had agreed unanimously to invite 
Graeme Underhill of Groundbreakers Ltd to act as Auditor for the Trust. 
This nomination was proposed by Jon Jones and seconded by Joan 
Tovey.  Approved unanimously. 

  
6. Resignation of Council Members – Caroline Whorton – Standing for re-

election; Tony Friar – Standing for re-election; Vacant Seat – Council did 
not co-opt during the past year 
 

7. Election of Council Members – Nominations had been received from 
Caroline Whorton and Tony Friar. As there were only two applications 
for three vacancies there was no need for a vote. It was proposed by 
John Smith and seconded by Julia Finch that Caroline Whorton and Tony 
Friar be duly elected. Passed unanimously. 
RW reminded the meeting that Council had the option to co-opt 
another Member at need. 
 

8. Any Other Business  
 

None had been notified but David Pearson thanked the Governing 
Council for the hard work it does on behalf of the Trust. The meeting 
closed at 3.00pm. RW declared a comfort break before proceeding to a 
presentation from the Youth Officer and Christine Turner thanked Sheila 
Campbell for her work on the Volunteer Hours Scheme. 
 

         * * * * * * * * * * * *  



Versatile Cabin earns its keep……. 
 

Our little Cabin has been chosen by various outside organisations to host a 
number of functions in the past couple of years. CRT, IWA and the Green Party 
have all graced us with their presence (and their hire fee!) and we’ve also had a 
couple of notable birthday and anniversary parties. 
 

The photographs below show the set-up for the latest CRT West Midlands Local 
Area Partnership breakfast meeting. Volunteers were up at 06:00 to have 
bacon sarnies ready for a 07:00 arrival. So much fun……… 
 
 

 Meeting space 

 
 
 

             Tea Spot!     
 

 
 
 



The Trust’s Volunteer Scheme: 
a progress Report 

 
The scheme has been in operation now for just over four months and 
progress so far has certainly been encouraging. 
 
To date, a little over half of our moorers have worked and claimed ‘hours’ 
under the scheme, including one or two ‘new faces’, and it is good to 
have their support in the ‘life and work’ of the Trust. 
 
The Section Coordinators have been busy in helping to identify tasks that 
need to be done and matching them to potential volunteers. A variety of 
volunteer jobs have been carried out and it is certainly making a 
difference where cover is provided for the shop in the absence of our 
caretakers and behind the bar at Social Events. The regular work parties 
organised by Ivor Chambers have been well attended and it is hoped to 
organise twice-yearly work parties around the Basin to carry out 
gardening/grounds maintenance jobs as well generally tidying around. It 
is hoped these work parties may ‘morph’ into social events with 
refreshments during the day and the bar open in the evening! 
 
Thanks to all who have taken part to date, and those that intend to do so. 
BUT, don’t leave it too late! Remember the year for the scheme ends on 
30th June. 
 
On a final note, do remember that all volunteer tasks must be allocated 
and agreed by a Co-ordinator before being undertaken and claimed, and 
do ensure you have entered the details in the Boat Record Sheet kept in 
the Cabin. It is your responsibility to keep this up to date as ‘mistakes 
cannot be rectified later’! 
For further information or in case of a query do speak to myself, one of 
the Coordinators, review the guidance notes and/or visit the Trust’s 
website where a section is devoted to the Scheme. The Scheme is been 
reviewed on a three-monthly basis with the next meeting in February next 
year. so do provide us with all your feedback as to any issues that may 
arise and how the scheme can be improved. 
 
 
Jon Jones 

 



An Environmental Update –The Freshwater Dragonfish 
 

 
It has become apparent that this fish, once thought to be a figment of anglers’ 
imaginations, has established a viable population in many Midlands waterways. 
Indigenous to larger rivers on the Central African plateau, very young specimens were 
imported as fancy aquarium exhibits some forty years ago. However, once mature, they 
become extremely voracious and capable of eating the contents of a complete fish tank 
overnight. Thus they rapidly fell out of favour. 
 

It is thought that the present population results from desperate aquarists dumping them 
in local canals as they had become too big to flush down the toilet. The spread of this 
species has been slow, as they require a minimum water temperature of 25 degrees 
Centigrade to breed but, with global warming, the necessary conditions are occurring 
more often. 
 

Once fertilised, the eggs are laid in batches of 25-50 enclosed in protective pouches 10-
15cms in diameter. The tough, fibrous outer layer of the pouches means that they are 
often mistaken for coconuts, not something you would expect to see in the local canal!  
 

Once hatched, the young feed readily on anything they find. It is unfortunate that the 
favourite prey is the stickleback, once common in canals but now very much a rarity. 
Adult dragonfish are very rarely seen as they are bottom-dwellers, although they do 
take anglers’ bait. They are never landed as their razor-sharp teeth and strong jaws 
enable them to bite through any fishing line. 
 

They are attracted to any disturbance in the water and are the cause of the lacerations 
often seen on the feet and legs of people unwise or unfortunate enough to enter the 
canal. They are also attracted to the movement of boats, and many canal boaters will 
have experienced the thumps on and under the hull, and blows and vibrations on the 
rudder as hungry fish attack. 
 

We would ask all canal users to be observant and report any sightings. It is proposed 
that a central collation point be established at the Fountain Inn, Owen Street, Tipton. In 
the meantime, we would urge that every precaution against attack be taken by canal 
users. As fish are attracted by the commotion, boaters clearing their propellers by hand 
are particularly vulnerable, often suffering cuts and contusions in the process. We would 
advise that propeller clearing operations are always carried out whilst wearing the 
appropriate personal protection equipment,  i.e. head and face protection and the 
thickest possible gloves as a minimum. The fish are scared of unusual noises, so it is 
suggested that, whilst clearing your prop, always beat frequently and heavily on a 
convenient part of the boat whilst singing at the top of your voice. 
 
See you at the Fountain Inn. 



 
COOMBESWOOD CANAL TRUST 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 

Membership is renewable annually on 1
st
 August 

 

TITLE: _________________ FULL NAME: ______________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ POSTCODE: ___________________ 

 

TELEPHONE No: ______________________________EMAIL: _______________________________________ 

 

BOAT NAME: ________________________________________________ 

 

JOINT MEMBER 

 

TITLE: _________________ FULL NAME: ______________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ POSTCODE: ___________________ 

 

TELEPHONE No: ____________________________ EMAIL: __________________________________________ 

 

Membership Fees 

Associate Membership £25.00 -Associations, Organisations and Companies 

 

Individual Membership (18+) £8.00 ) – Individuals and Families 

Joint Membership  £14.00 )  

 

OVER 60 Membership £6.00  

Joint OVER 60 Membership £10.00             Full-Time Student  £6.00 

 

Full copies of the Rules of the Trust are available on the website or from the Trust Office. The information on this form  

will be recorded on a computerised database. In accordance with the Data Protection Act (1984) members may examine 

their entry at any reasonable time by prior arrangement. 

 

Membership Paid:  £ ____________________ 

 

I wish to make a donation: £ ____________________ 

 

Total Enclosed:  £ ____________________ Please make cheques payable to  

‘Coombeswood Canal Trust’ 

 

Signed: ___________________________________________________________Date: __________________________ 

 

Skills I/we can offer the Trust: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Trade/Profession the Trust can ask for quotes: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please return this form and your payment either to the Trust Office or by post to: 

Caroline Whorton, 21 Hyperion Road, Stourton, Stourbridge DY7 6SD 

UK Taxpayers may like to increase the worth of their contributions by signing a GIFT AID 

DECLARATION .Please contact us by either the email address or telephone number above and we will be 

happy to send you a form. If you wish to set up a yearly Standing Order with your own Bank to pay your 
membership, our Bank Details are: The Co-operative Bank, PO Box 250, Delf House, WN8 6WT,  

Acct No. 65566440, Sort Code 08-92-99 
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